Thank you very much for seeing us today. 

The Election document I/we provided you covers numerous things that our industry is interested in happening, but that said, I/we’re keen on focusing on my/our [disability / regional and rural school bus services]. I am/We’re a small and medium, local family business bus operator/s, operating [disability / regional and rural school bus services] for [insert years] years. Governments of all persuasions have sought to negotiate the renewal of my/our bus contract/s through our industry body the Bus Association Victoria (BAV) every 10 years or so at least since 1944, when school bus contracts were formalised.  

It’s dawned on me/us that it will be the Government that wins the November 2026 state election will be making decisions about if and how they intend to contract for [disability/local school] bus services once the current contracts come up for renewal in [December 2026/December 2029].  I/We know it’s quite some years away, but I/we need to plan well in advance as buses take a long time to pay off.  

So, I have/we’ve asked for this appointment today to ask that if you/your party is elected in November 2026, that you/it will negotiate the renewal of my/our [disability/local school] bus service contract/s via the BAV by [December 2026/December 2029]. 

My/Our safety and operating track record is second to none.  I/We live in the communities I/we serve, I/we have a family legacy to uphold, and I/we go the extra mile to help our passengers because I/we know most of them. Importantly, I/we spend the money I/we receive from the Government for the service locally, I/we employ local people, I/we buy the fuel and tyres from locals, and that goes towards keeping my/our small towns alive.  It’s important that my/our services stay local to keep our towns flourishing.  A competitive tender on the other hand will surely end my/our business, see more money go to multinational enterprises offshore and see my/our local community regress.  

I/We are asking you now because the Government has made decisions in recent years to not renew half a dozen small family bus operators businesses in metropolitan Melbourne. They’ve awarded the operating rights to just a handful of large multinational enterprises as of July 2025. I am/We’re obviously asking for your commitment so that that won’t happen in regional and rural parts with school buses. 

So can you please advise me/us that you will negotiate the renewal of my/our [disability/local school] bus contracts with the BAV before they expire in [2026/2029] or not? 


